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On May 4, officials from President Violeta Chamorro's administration announced that, after months
of tense negotiations, an agreement has finally been reached for the retirement of Sandinista
Popular Army (Ejercito Popular Sandinista, EPS) chief, Gen. Humberto Ortega. According to the
officials, cited by daily newspaper Barricada, Gen. Ortega will formally pass into retirement on Feb.
21, 1995. The accord stipulating Ortega's retirement was reached in a meeting on May 3 between
members of Chamorro's cabinet, leaders from the National Assembly, and the EPS high command.
Agreement on a date for the retirement was one of the last remaining obstacles to completing
the text of a draft military organization law, which the executive branch is expected to send to the
legislature within the next few days.
Once the National Assembly approves the law, Chamorro is expected to formally announce the
retirement date. The draft bill reportedly establishes a term of five years for the post of army chief.
According to sources close to the talks, leaders from the administration, the legislature, and the EPS
have still not reached agreement over whether or not to establish a civilian- led defense ministry as
part of efforts to subordinate the armed forces to civilian authority.
The permanence of Gen. Ortega in his post has been one of the most controversial issues facing the
Chamorro government since it took office four years ago, provoking constant strains in relations
with Washington and with right-wing political sectors in Managua. In September of 1993, tensions
between Chamorro and the EPS reached a peak when the President unexpectedly announced
that Ortega would be forced into retirement during 1994. Ortega and the EPS high command
responded that no changes in the military leadership would be allowed as a product of "pressures
from abroad."
Although there has been no official confirmation so far, it is widely anticipated that Ortega will be
replaced by the EPS's current second-in-command, Maj. Gen. Joaquin Cuadra. Cuadra, a veteran
Sandinista leader, is a first cousin of Chamorro's influential Presidency Minister, Antonio Lacayo.
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